
Treevial Pursuit   
A N   A R T F U L   T R E E – T H E M E D   T R I V I A   G A M E  

Gaming the Winter

This easy-to-assemble kit is part of the Spencer 
Museum’s “Gaming the Winter” series of activities 
and games. Treevial Pursuit is for 2-4 players. 

Object of the Game 

Be the first player to reach the heartwood (center) 
of the board. 
 
Get Started 

Line up the two pages of the board. Cut out the 
cards on the dotted lines, shuffle, and place in a 
stack with the question side facing up.  

Optional: Use the blank cards to create your own 
questions to add to the game. 

Prepare your game pieces by either cutting out 
the leaves below, finding small twigs outdoors, 
or fashioning them from found materials at home. 

Place your game pieces on the bark of the board.  

Choose a player to go first. Play alternates or moves 
clockwise between players with each question. 

 

On Your Turn 

A different player selects the top card and reads the 
question aloud.  

If you answer correctly, keep the card and advance 
on the board. For a novice level game, advance by 
moving your game piece two rings for each correct 
answer. For an advanced level game, move your 
game piece one ring for each correct answer.  

If you answer incorrectly, take the card out of the 
game and set it aside.   

Game Over? Get Creative! 

Count your cards. Which category did you master? 

• Are you an Arts & Culture Aficionado? 
• A Sports & Leisure MVP? 
• A Science & Nature Nobel Laureate? 
• A History & Geography Buff? 

Make yourself a badge and wear it proudly.  

When you are done playing Treevial Pursuit, get 
creative with your board. Add color, transform it into 
a timeline, or invent a new game of your own.  
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Q
:

W
hich literary character 

lived in a Beech tree in the 
“100 Aker W

ood” w
ith a 

broken sign out front that 
read “Trespassers W

…
”?

Q
:

In J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of 
the Rings trilogy, the talking 
trees play a m

ajor role in 
defeating Sarum

an. W
hat 

w
ere they called?  

Q
:

W
hat spring celebration 

involves dancers 
decorating a cedar or 
birch tree or pole w

ith 
ribbon and flow

ers?  

Q
:

Q
:

True or False: 
Ther e are m

ore trees 
in the U

nited States 
today than there  w

ere 
100 years ago.

Q
:

In w
hat country is the 

caber toss am
ong the 

traditional com
petitions?

Q
:

H
ow

 m
any layers of m

aple 
are used to construct a 
typical skateboard?

Q
:

W
hat is the national tree of 

the U
nited States? 

Q
:

W
hich U

.S. President, 
noted for his opposition to 
destructive lum

bering 
practices and for 
presiding over the founding 
of N

ational Park System
, 

is believed to have banned 
the use of C

hristm
as trees 

in the W
hite H

ouse?
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Pictured in this print from
 

the Spencer M
useum

’s 
collection, w

hat is the 
oldest know

n living tree 
species in the w

orld?
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Q
:

True or false: 
The G

hent Altarpiece, a 
13-panel oil-on-w

ood 
m

asterpiece by Jan van 
Eyck, w

as stolen by N
azis 

and has yet to be 
recovered.

Q
:

C
arved by First N

ations 
of the Pacific N

orthw
est, 

totem
 poles com

m
em

orate 
ancestry, people, or events 
through sym

bolic and 
stylized hum

an, anim
al, and 

supernatural form
s. N

am
e 

tw
o com

m
only carved 

anim
als.

Q
:

In the Potaw
atom

i 
language, the term

 
tugw

abe’nene 
exem

plifies the 
interconnectedness of 
hum

ans and nature. 
Tugw

abe m
eans tree. 

W
hat does nene m

ean?

Q
:

H
ow

 m
any species of trees 

are know
n w

orldw
ide – 

approxim
ately 60,000, 

38,000, or 15,000?

Q
:

W
here are the tallest 

trees in the w
orld found?

Q
:

The court of KU
’s Allen 

Fieldhouse and m
ost 

other indoor basketball 
courts is constructed 
from

 w
hat type of 

w
ood?

Q
:

W
hat is the term

 for an 
outdoor w

alkw
ay m

ade of 
w

ood?

Q
:

In 1947, ethnographer Thor 
H

eyerdahl departed from
 Peru 

in a raft hoping to reach the 
South Sea islands in order to 
dem

onstrate how
 ancient 

societies cam
e into contact 

w
ith one another. N

am
ed 

Kon Tiki, from
 w

hat type of 
lightw

eight w
ood w

as his raft 
constructed?

Q
:

The w
ooden w

arship U
SS 

C
onstitution becam

e fam
ous 

after a battle during the W
ar 

of 1812, w
hen cannon shots 

from
 an English w

arship 
bounced off her sides. 
U

nable to penetrate her live 
oak fram

e, the sailors dubbed 
her _________?
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Leisure

History & 
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Culture

History & 
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& Nature

Arts & 
Culture
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Q
:

Traditional C
hinese 

calligraphy paper, called 
xuan, is m

ade of tw
o 

natural m
aterials: tree bark 

and ________? 

Q
:

The Spencer’s 
sculpture 
H

anging in the 
Balance by 
W

endell 
C

astle is m
ade 

of bronze and 
w

ood. W
hich 

part is w
ood: the 

chair or pillow
? 

Q
:

W
hich Dutch artist 

painted at least 15 
paintings of olive trees, 
m

ostly from
 an asylum

 in 
Saint-Rém

y in the south 
of France in 1889?

Q
:

The grow
th rings of a tree 

can tell us tw
o things about 

its life. N
am

e one.

Q
:

The dw
arf w

illow
 is 

considered the w
orld’s 

sm
allest tree at less than 

2 1/2 inches high. W
here 

is it m
ost w

idely found, 
G

reenland or Southern 
Italy?

Q
:

True or False: 
W

ood-chopping w
as 

just recently recognized 
as an offi

cial sport in 
Australia.

Q
:

To m
ake a w

ooden tennis 
racket or an archery bow, 
the w

ood m
ust be bent into 

the shape desired. W
hat 

is the nam
e of the process 

used for bending w
ood?

Q
:

In 1666, Isaac N
ew

ton 
observed an apple fall from

 a 
tree in his garden, causing him

 
to ponder the forces at play 
and leading to the 
developm

ent of w
hat theory? 

Q
:

W
hat kind of “tree” is grow

n 
on farm

s in every state in 
the U

nited States?
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Q
:

W
hat is the nam

e of the 
furry orange creature w

ho 
“speaks for the trees” in 
Dr. Seuss’s 1971 
environm

ental-them
ed 

book of the sam
e nam

e?

Q
:

 

Q
:

In the H
arry Potter 

series, w
hat w

as the 
nam

e of the m
agical 

tree at H
ogw

arts that 
becam

e violent w
hen 

people got too close? 

Q
:

W
hat happens to m

any 
trees w

hen the w
eather 

turns cooler and daytim
e 

becom
es shorter?

Q
:

W
hat type of tree does 

not lose its leaves in the 
w

inter, deciduous or 
coniferous?

Q
:

Black cherry is a favored 
w

ood of choice for the 
paddles or oars for w

hat 
w

ater sport?

Q
:

True or False: 
Tree clim

bing is considered 
a sport.

Q
:

Each year m
onarch 

butterflies m
igrate betw

een 
the eastern U

nited States 
and C

anada to the O
yam

el 
fir forests located in w

hat 
country?

Q
:

The U
nited States has 

how
 m

any protected areas 
know

n as N
ational Forests: 

52, 97, or 154?

Arts & 
Culture

Science 
& Nature

Sports & 
Leisure

History & 
Geography

Sports & 
Leisure

Arts & 
Culture

History & 
Geography

Science 
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Arts & 
Culture

W
hat is the term

 for the 
relief printing technique 
used to create this iconic 
w

ork in the Spencer 
M

useum
’s collection?
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Q
:

Q
:

W
hat is the nam

e of the 
European dessert 
consisting of chocolate 
sponge cake layered and 
topped w

ith w
hipped 

cream
, cherries, and 

kirschw
asser, a G

erm
an 

spirit distilled from
 sour 

cherries?

Q
:

W
hat is the title of the 

1939 song w
ritten in 

protest of Am
erican 

racism
 and lynching and 

m
ost fam

ously perform
ed 

and recorded by jazz 
legend Billie H

oliday? 

Q
:

W
hat food com

prises 99%
 

of a giant panda’s diet?

Q
:

Although all trees 
produce sap, only a few

 
are tapped and the sap 
m

ade into syrup. W
hich 

tree is m
ost com

m
only 

tapped for syrup?

Q
:

In 1934, baseball’s 
Am

erican League and 
N

ational League agreed 
to a standardized ball. 
W

hat m
aterial has been 

at the center of M
LB 

baseballs since then?

Q
:

The oldest know
n 

surfboard—
m

ade of 
w

ood—
resides in a 

m
useum

 in w
hich U

.S. city?

Q
:

W
hat is the state tree of 

Kansas?

Q
:

W
hich sm

all South 
Am

erican country is the 
w

orld’s m
ost densely 

forested?

Arts & 
Culture

Science 
& Nature

Sports & 
Leisure

History & 
Geography

Sports & 
Leisure

Arts & 
Culture

History & 
Geography

Science 
& Nature

Arts & 
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The w
oodw

ind section of 
an orchestra includes nine 
instrum

ents. N
am

e three.
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Q
:

Q
:

W
hat is the nam

e of the 
sacred tree grow

ing at a 
tem

ple in Bodh G
aya, India, 

w
here Siddartha G

autam
a 

is said to have achieved 
enlightenm

ent and becam
e 

the spiritual leader know
n 

as the Buddha?

Q
:

In the original Star W
ars 

trilogy, Tatooine is a 
desert landscape. H

oth 
is covered in ice. W

hat 
are the nam

es of the tw
o 

forested settings?

Q
:

W
hich tree w

ith sm
all 

fan-shaped leaves is 
considered a “living fossil” 
and drops all its leaves at 
once?

Q
:

W
hich tree is know

n as 
“a living w

ork of art” for 
its bright, m

ulticolored 
bark? (H

int: it is also a 
m

em
ber of the sam

e 
genus as the trees that 
are the prim

ary diet and 
habitat of the koala.) 

Q
:

O
f the 62 national parks 

operated by the U
.S. 

N
ational Park Service, 

three are located in 
C

alifornia and nam
ed for 

iconic trees. N
am

e tw
o 

of the three.

Q
:

Players of cricket, a popular 
sport in Britain, use a 
paddle-like piece of 
equipm

ent m
ade of English 

w
illow, w

hich is light in w
eight, 

w
hile also tough and shock 

resistant. W
hat is this piece of 

equipm
ent called?

Q
:

Every spring, W
ashington, 

D.C
., celebrates the C

herry 
Blossom

 Festival am
ong 

the 3,000 cherry trees 
gifted in 1912 to the People 
of the U

nited States from
 

the People of Japan. True 
or False: The first shipm

ent 
of trees w

as destroyed. 

Q
:

W
hich U

.S. state is hom
e to 

the largest concentration of 
petrified w

ood?

Arts & 
Culture

Science 
& Nature

Sports & 
Leisure

History & 
Geography

Sports & 
Leisure

Arts & 
Culture

History & 
Geography

Science 
& Nature

Arts & 
Culture

W
hat is the East Asian art 

form
 pictured in this 

exam
ple from

 the Spencer 
M

useum
’s collection that 

uses purified tree sap to 
build up a glossy surface? 
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Q
:

W
hat is the nam

e of the 
tree and sw

am
p habitat 

that protects coastal areas 
from

 erosion and storm
 

surge from
 hurricanes and 

tsunam
is?

Q
:

W
hat are the three types of 

w
ood you need to build a 

cam
pfire?

Q
:

Tree roots are typically 
underground. W

hat is the 
nam

e of the tree, native to 
India and now

 com
m

on in 
Florida and H

aw
ai’i, that 

sends aerial roots dow
n 

from
 its branches?

Q
:

True or False: Trees grow
 in 

Antarctica today.

Q
:

W
hich tree w

ith bulbous 
brow

n or purple fruit 
co-evolved w

ith w
asps 

that pollinate the 
blossom

s, lay eggs, and 
die w

ithin the fruit? 

Q
:

In w
hat country w

as the 
term

 “forest bathing” 
coined in the 1980s as 
an antidote to 
technology burnout 
and to inspire people 
to protect the country’s 
forests?

Q
:

The board gam
e Settlers of 

C
atan includes hexagonal 

tiles representing five different 
“terrains” and the “resources” 
associated w

ith them
. O

ne 
resource is lum

ber. N
am

e tw
o 

of the other four resources.

Q
:

W
ith its bottle-shaped trunk 

and com
pact crow

n that 
resem

bles a root system
, 

w
hich iconic tree is found 

across 32 African nations 
and is know

n as the “Tree 
of Life”?

Q
:

Know
n as the “Red Forest,” 

the trees w
ithin the 

exclusion zone of w
hat 

1986 event turned red and 
died? 
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Q
:

Q
:

Q
:

Q
:

W
hat is the only forest that 

grow
s underw

ater in the 
ocean?

Q
:

W
hat is the nam

e of the 
process that transform

s 
trees into stone?

Q
:

The Pinew
ood Derby 

and Raingutter Regatta 
are racing events 
affi

liated w
ith w

hat youth 
organization?

Q
:

W
hat is the nam

e of the 
Italian law

n bow
ling gam

e 
in w

hich a player or team
 

tries to throw
 as m

any balls 
as possible nearest the 
“jack,” or sm

aller target ball 
w

ithin a pit?

Q
:

KU
’s M

arvin G
rove is hom

e 
to approxim

ately 200 trees. 
N

am
e one of the tw

o tree 
species planted in 1878 
that is still standing today?

Q
:

W
hat w

as the original nam
e 

of the area now
 called 

M
arvin G

rove on the KU
 

cam
pus?

Make your own!

Make your own!

Make your own!
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Leisure

History & 
Geography

Sports & 
Leisure

History & 
Geography

Science 
& Nature
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A:
 

A:
  

A:
 K

el
p

N
ic

kn
am

ed
 th

e 
“s

eq
uo

ia
s 

of
 th

e 
se

a,
” k

el
p 

fo
re

st
s 

gr
ow

 c
lo

se
 to

 th
e 

sh
or

e.
 K

el
p 

ar
e 

ve
ry

 la
rg

e 
al

ga
e 

th
at

 c
an

 re
ac

h 
15

0 
fe

et
 in

 
he

ig
ht

 a
nd

 g
ro

w
 a

 fo
ot

 in
 a

 s
in

gl
e 

da
y. 

Th
ey

 
ha

rb
or

 a
 h

ig
he

r b
io

di
ve

rs
ity

 th
an

 a
lm

os
t a

ny
 

ot
he

r o
ce

an
 c

om
m

un
ity

.

A:
 P

et
rifi

ca
tio

n

W
he

n 
w

oo
d 

is
 b

ur
ie

d 
un

de
r w

at
er

-
sa

tu
ra

te
d 

se
di

m
en

t o
r v

ol
ca

ni
c 

as
h,

 it
 

ab
so

rb
s 

si
lic

a 
an

d 
ot

he
r m

in
er

al
s 

ov
er

 
tim

e.
 T

he
se

 m
in

er
al

s 
cr

ys
ta

lliz
e 

in
to

 
qu

ar
tz

 o
ve

r h
un

dr
ed

s 
of

 th
ou

sa
nd

s 
of

 
ye

ar
s.

 T
he

 p
re

se
nc

e 
of

 ir
on

, m
an

ga
ne

se
, 

ca
rb

on
, c

hr
om

iu
m

, a
nd

 c
ob

al
t c

re
at

e 
va

rio
us

 c
ol

or
s.

A:
 T

he
 C

ub
 S

co
ut

s 
an

d 
th

e 
B

oy
    

    
    

 
   

   
  S

co
ut

s 
of

 A
m

er
ic

a

C
om

pe
tit

or
s 

ca
rv

e 
pi

ne
 b

lo
ck

s 
in

to
 c

ar
s 

fo
r t

he
 P

in
ew

oo
d 

De
rb

y, 
an

d 
ba

ls
a 

bl
oc

ks
 in

to
 b

oa
ts

 fo
r t

he
 R

ai
ng

ut
te

r 
Re

ga
tta

.

A:
 B

oc
ce

Tr
ad

iti
on

al
 b

oc
ce

 b
al

ls
 w

er
e 

m
ad

e 
of

 w
oo

d.
 

To
da

y, 
th

ey
 a

ls
o 

m
ay

 b
e 

m
ad

e 
of

 m
et

al
, 

pl
as

tic
, b

ak
ed

 c
la

y, 
or

 le
at

he
r. 

Th
e 

va
ria

nt
 

Bo
cc

ia
 is

 o
ne

 o
f t

w
o 

Pa
ra

ly
m

pi
c 

sp
or

ts
 

w
ith

ou
t a

n 
O

ly
m

pi
c 

co
un

te
rp

ar
t.

A:
 W

al
nu

ts
 a

nd
 B

la
ck

 O
ak

s

In
 1

87
8,

 C
ha

nc
el

lo
r M

ar
vi

n 
ca

nc
el

le
d 

cl
as

se
s 

an
d 

le
d 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
nd

 fa
cu

lty
 in

 th
e 

pl
an

tin
g 

of
 tr

ee
s 

fo
r t

he
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

’s 
fir

st
 

Ar
bo

r D
ay

, t
o 

“m
ak

e 
a 

ga
rd

en
 o

ut
 o

f t
he

 
pr

ai
rie

.” 
KU

 F
ie

ld
 E

co
lo

gy
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

re
ce

nt
ly

 
co

m
pl

et
ed

 a
 s

ur
ve

y 
of

 th
e 

G
ro

ve
’s 

tre
es

. T
he

 
C

am
pu

s 
Tr

ee
 A

dv
is

or
y 

C
om

m
itt

ee
 a

nd
 K

U
 

Fa
ci

lit
ie

s 
ov

er
se

es
 th

ei
r c

ar
e

A:
 N

or
th

 H
ol

lo
w

In
 1

90
6,

 th
e 

KU
 B

oa
rd

 o
f R

eg
en

ts
 re

na
m

ed
 

th
e 

ar
ea

 M
ar

vi
n 

G
ro

ve
, i

n 
re

co
gn

iti
on

 o
f 

C
ha

nc
el

lo
r M

ar
vi

n’
s 

tre
e 

pl
an

tin
g 

pr
og

ra
m

. 
In

 1
92

8,
 K

U
’s 

ne
w

 m
as

te
r p

la
n 

id
en

tifi
ed

 th
e 

G
ro

ve
 a

s 
an

 a
re

a 
to

 p
ro

te
ct

 fr
om

 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n.
 T

od
ay

, i
t i

s 
pa

rt 
of

 th
e 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f K
an

sa
s 

H
is

to
ric

 D
is

tri
ct

.



Q
:

Q
:

Q
:

Q
:

Q
:

Q
:

Q
:

Q
:

Q
:

Make your own!

Make your own!

Make your own!

Make your own!Make your own!

Make your own!Make your own!

Make your own! Make your own!
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